[Modification of the immune reaction by antigen-immunosuppressive-agent conjugates. I. Tentative hypothesis for the induction of antigen-specific suppression by antigen-immunosuppressive-agent conjugates].
The most important mechanisms for the specific depression of immune reactions--immuno-tolerance, enhancement, transfer of antibodies, drug induced tolerance, immunological suicide, application of antibody-toxin-complexes--are discussed with regard to their possible application in the clinical practice. A tentative hypothesis for induction of antigen specific suppression is proposed, basing on the use of antigen-immunosuppressive agent-conjugates (AIC). Antigen binding lymphocytes are supposed to bind the AIC and to pick them up through endocytosis. After breakdown of the AIC in the lymphoid cells the free immunosuppressive agent can become effective causing damage to the specific cell clones.